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There’s nowhere you need to be or nothing you need to do that’s more important than Safety! 

Subject: FAA Authorization to use the Approaches at Horseshoe Bay, TX, KDZB 
 
To: Malibu/Mirage Safety and Training Foundation Seminar Participants 
 
Fellow Pilots 
 
The authorization process for using privately developed instrument approaches changed in 2012.   
 
Previously, the procedure owner (in this case Horseshoe Bay airport) would provide paper copies of 
the procedures for your use and that was all that was required.   
 
The new process requires the procedure owner authorize the procedure’s use in writing.  The user 
then takes the owner’s written authorization to the local FAA who evaluates the request and then 
issues individual/specific approval to use the procedures in a letter of authorization (signed by the 
FSDO Manager).   
 
Those documents are attached and must be carried in the aircraft if the procedure is used.  Electronic 
copies (Ipad) are permitted. 
 
The graphic approach plates/diagrams are not available/included in your Jeppesen or NOCA 
subscriptions and are not available in Foreflight etc…  The approach procedures are included 
in your GPS databases. 
 
Typical weather patterns during the period suggest you will need to use the procedures at 
some point.  Please ensure your databases are current. 
 
Please note that this letter of authorization extends only to the MMSTF activities.  If you elect/desire 
to use the procedures outside of MMSTF activities you should complete the process as an individual.  
I am fortunate to have a number of good friends in the FSDO who processed our hand-carried 
request as a high priority and it still took over a week. 
 
The good news is the authorization does not expire so as long as you have current copies of the 
procedures you’re able to participate in future MMSTF Seminars at KDZB. 
 
See you soon – Safe Flight! 
 
 
 
David J. McVinnie, MCFI DPE 
MMSTF Associate Instructor 
 
Attachments: 
 
 FAA Letter of Authorization – 7 pages 
 KDZB Approach Procedures; RNAV 17, RNAV 35 
 Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle Departure Procedures (ODP) 
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